Selectmen’s Meeting Agenda 
Anson Town Office, 5 Kennebec Street
May 26, 2026 
Meeting Minutes 


1. Call meeting to order by select board chair Jim Smith.

2. Consent agenda:
a. Motion to approve the minutes of May 11, 2026. Motion by Brenda Garland, second by Larry McHugh. Approved 5-0.  
 
b. Motion to approve Renewal Application for On-Premises: Beer, Wine & Spirits for Roy Company, LLC DBA The Kennebec Cafe at 20 MAIN ST ANSON ME 04911-3319. Motion by Brenda Garland, second by Larry McHugh. Approved 5-0.   

c. Motion to approve Treasurer Warrants: Motion by Brenda Garland, second by Larry McHugh. Approved 5-0.   
	Warrant 54
	Sewer Acct Payable
	$9612.44

	Warrrant 53
	Town  Acct Payable
	$470, 913.05

	Warrant 52
	Payroll
	$7885.02

	
	
	

	
	Total
	$488,410.50



3. No Presentations
 
4. Regular Agenda:
A.    The Board discussed the future of the recycling agreement and jointly owned recycling property with the Town of Starks. It was explained that Starks has no intention of discontinuing recycling operations because many residents continue to use the service. The property was estimated to have a value between approximately $125,000 and $130,000, with most of the value attributed to the building and land, as the truck and equipment on site are older and have little resale value. The Town of Anson currently contributes approximately $57,000 annually toward the operation. Board members discussed a proposal in which Anson relinquishes its ownership interest in the property to Starks in exchange for being released from any future financial obligations associated with the recycling operation. Under the proposal, the Town would complete its current payment obligations for the year but would have no further financial responsibility moving forward. It was also discussed that Starks would no longer provide curbside pickup services to Anson and North Anson residents unless residents independently arranged for service. The Board discussed the relatively small number of participating residents and noted that the operation had never become self-sustaining as originally intended. The Board agreed to continue discussions with Starks in June and anticipated bringing the matter before Town Meeting in March for voter consideration.

5. Other business:
A. Items from the Board:  
Chair Jim Smith let board members know he received a resignation letter submitted by Angela Hawkins resigning as After School Program Director effective May 1, 2026.  Selectboard expressed appreciation for her dedication and service to the Town and local youth programs. Motion to accept resignation. Motion by Brenda Garland, second by Larry McHugh. Approved 5-0.   
a. 

B. Items from the Administrator: 
Town Administrator Angel Aguirre provided updates to the Board regarding several ongoing matters. Angel reported that she had let Maryann Ayott know there was a message in to the Planning Board Chair regarding questions about how to pursue a potential ordinance concerning data centers. Discussion followed regarding the State of Maine’s current moratorium on additional data center development approvals while further studies are conducted. 
Angel informed the board that she had not yet completed research related to concerns raised regarding Main Street sidewalks and accessibility issues, noting that she had only recently returned to work and was continuing to organize the office and transition into operations.

C. Department Head Reports:
Road Commissioner, Arty Lane reported that pump stations had recently been cleaned and inspected. An issue was identified with Pump Station #3, which showed significantly elevated operating hours compared to the other stations. Stevens Electric had been contacted to inspect the issue further. Public Works also reported that campground roads had been completed, gravel had been placed at campsites and roadways, sewer manholes had been adjusted, and road grading work was continuing  on several roads, including Pease Hill Road and Horseback Road. Board members discussed the importance of maintaining proper safety markings and cones around raised manholes, particularly because of bicycle traffic in the area.

Fire Chief, Stacy Beane reported that installation of the generator at the North Station was approximately 98 percent complete and that Bob’s Propane had completed hookup work at no cost to the Town. The department also reported that quotes were being obtained for a new air compressor system and related upgrades to reduce moisture issues in truck airlines. Additional repair estimates were being sought for rust and drip edge repairs at the station. The Board reviewed quotes for replacement lighting equipment and tools. Motion to approve the purchase of lighting equipment and related tools from Home Depot totaling approximately $1,919.60. Motion by Sharon Mellows, seconded by Brenda Garland. Approved 5-0.

Stacy discussed the possibility of donating Engine 81 to the Town of Searsmont. The vehicle is rarely used and has seen minimal operational activity in recent years. The Board discussed that the apparatus had originally been acquired at little cost to the Town and that donating it to another municipality in need would be beneficial. Motion to donate Engine 81 to Searsmont contingent upon guidance and approval from MMA regarding the proper procedure. Motion by Sharon Mellows, seconded by Brenda Garland. Approved 5-0.

Stacy additionally announced that a Christmas tree was being planted at the North Station.

D. No Public Hearings

E. Items by the Public:
A resident raised concerns regarding excessive dust generated by ATV traffic on the rail trail near residential areas. The resident explained that heavy ATV use was causing significant dust clouds that impacted air quality, outdoor activities, vehicles, homes, pools, and laundry. Health concerns were also discussed, particularly for elderly residents and children. Board members acknowledged that increased ATV traffic had become a larger issue since expansion of the trail system and discussed previous dust mitigation efforts such as calcium applications and speed limit signage. Residents were encouraged to continue documenting conditions through photographs and to communicate concerns with state representatives, trail organizations, and environmental agencies.

F. Motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion by Jim smith, seconded by Brenda Garland. Approved 5-0.
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